The Loyalist Loop Tour

TRACING THE LIVES OF LOYALISTS PHILP & SARAH CROUSE S 18 CHILDREN.

At the Crouse Loyalist Memorial stone, turn anchdtevith your back to the river. You
are now standing at the bottom-right corner of Lisy & hilip Crouse’s 400 acre British Crown
Land Grant. It encompassed all the land
from the Keswick River up past Route 104,
including most of Morehouse Corner.

Starting at Crouse Loyalist Cemetery
on Crouse Road two of Philip & Sarah
Crouse’s children are buried here, Polly,
born ca.1807 (12child), and Jonas, born
ca.1810 (1% child). Both were children
when they passed away. At a time when the
average family lost around half their chil-
dren before they reached adulthood, Philip
and Sarah were more fortunate than many
families to have sixteen of their children
reach adulthood.

Before automobiles the Keswick
River was the local “highway.” Philip and
Sarah’s family would travel on the river by cano®ther type of boat in warm weather and by
sleigh, snowshoes, on foot, etc. on the frozen KasRiver in cold weather.

Still with your back to the river, look to your tednd this is the direction of the old trail
along the right bank of the Keswick River that wiagd by the pioneers as the land-based alter-
native for travel.

Looking to your right, not far from where you'rastding, was the upriver edge of
Philip’s Land Grant. It is also the beginning boandof the 200 acre British Crown Land
Grant owned by his son, John Crouse, b.1795-d.2a.(® child of Philip & Sarah Crouse).
John’s Land Grant hugged the upriver boundary dffPhLand Grant for atotal of 600 con-
tiguous acres granted to the Loyalist Crouse family

In 1826 John mar-
ried Sarah (Jones) Crous
b.1792-d.ca.1865, and
lived on this 200 acre La
Grant on the right bank of§
the Keswick River.

Inyour car head [*%
back on Crouse Road to-|.__
ward its intersection with
M orehouse Corner Road, .
where it comes to astop
sign. Take a right and sta
on the main road as it
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Larry Crouse, b.1940-d.2007, sealing the memorial plaque
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Carvel Crouse, circa 1940, a few hundred meters downriver fromthe
Crouse Loyalist Cemetery Memorial.



curves first left then right. Soon you will comewtere, up to 2008, spanned the last covered
bridge over the Keswick River. It was built in 1944d was 37.6 meters in length. Like all cov-
ered bridges in New Brunswick it was covered to-p
tect the roadway planking from rotting. Uncovered
wooden bridges might last ten years, but covered t|
builders expected it might last eighty years. Unin-
tended side benefits of a covered bridge included,
beauty in design, quick cover from rain squallgreat
rainy-day play area for restless children, andieape
place for a couple to steal a romantic kiss as they
passed through in their buggy. During the wintegvs
would sometimes be brouginisidethe covered bridgq &
so sleds and sleighs could easily pass. 1

Once across the bridge [this bridgduis to be| |
replaced in 2010] you'llimmediately cross a tthit
at one time was the trackway forthe C. P .R. &y
first laid through Keswick Valley in 1873. It was a
economic boon for every community alongits path|

In 1993 the trackway was abandonethieyC. |
P. R. and merged into tAeans Canada Traijla
21,500-kilometer recreational trail which winds\tay
through every province and territory of Canadanrof |
the Atlantic to Pacific to Arctic Oceans. When com-
pleted, it will be world's longest recreationailirink-
ing close to 1,000 communities and over 33 millior L-R:Wesley Crouse(probably) Burden Crouse(maybe)
Canadians. Today almost 70 percent (14,500 kilome-
ters) is complete and thousands of people usewtatia hike, cycle, ski, horseback ride and
snowmobile.

At the “T” mtersectlon take a rlgh'(dacontlnue downriver along the left bank of the
| jve for about four kilometers until
il you come to a place where the
old C. P. R. railway trail once
again crosses the road. Stop the
car for a moment. To your left
going up the hillis a dirt road
called Lower Stoneridge Road.
You are at the intersection of
Upper Stoneridge Road (paved),
Lower Stoneridge Road (dirt)
and the old C. P. R. railway trail.

Looking forward, down
the trail, you can imagine the
busy Zealand Station depot that
once stood there and Samuel
Crouse, the son of James Crousé'(dfild of Philip & Sarah Crouse), busily working zsa-
land Station’s section foreman.
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Zealand Station, 1942 (looking upriver)



Toyour left, the dirt Lower Stoneridge Road isle@l“Lower”, even though it climbs
upto Stone Ridge. The “Lower” refers to its positmmthe Keswick River and not to its eleva-
tion. The paved road you have been driving is “Up@eoneridge Road because it comes from
further upriver.

Also note Stone Ridge is not
named for rocky terrain, but rather for
Loyalist Benjamin Stone’s family that
settled on the ridge in the late 1700’s.

In the early 1800’s Lower
Stoneridge Road (back then it was
likely just referred to as Stone Ridge
Road) was the first and only road on
this side of the river in the Zealand
area. Like today, back in the early
1800's, the other end of the road
started in present-day Burtt’s Corner
and from there it climbed the ridge in
Zealand Station, 1942 (looking downriver) an upriver Q|rect|on. .It continued
Troop Train along the ridge until it came to a
Intersection of Upper Stoneridge Road and Lower Stoneridge Road sharp-left turn and then traveled

straight down the ridge to the loca-
tion where you are now. In the early 1800'’s, atsharp-left turn at the top of the ridge to
where you are now, was Loyalist Gould Burtt’s pmtp.ghe brother to Loyalist Philip Crouse’s
wife, Sarah.

So far the path of the road has not changed mudiwim hundred years. Where the road
has changed, since those early pioneer daysysed to continue past the point where you are
now, onward to your right, past Gould Burtt’s hormed then curved slightly downriver before
reaching the Keswick River (see 1851 map).

Now looking to your right, past the bushes alorgyribad, this house (see photograp h)
was built in the second half of 1 Q rand 2. Sa
Crouse. In 1851, in the origina
house (now gone) that was jus
upriver a few feet from this cu
rent house, lived Gould Burtt. |8
Living with him were several
extended family members in-
cluding the children of his son
John Burtt, b.1811-d.1849, w
had recently passed away. JO
Burtt, in 1833, married Huldah
Crouse, b.1801-d.1847%&hild
of Philip & Sarah Crouse).
Family tragedy frequented
Huldah’s family. Only three of
her seven children, Tyler, Elizabeth and Whitmavo(thildren were named Whitman) grew up
to have families of their own. The first Whitmardlias an infant. Peter, Rebeccah and Susan
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Ca.1920 Gus & Eva (Crouse) Wilsonhouse, buitby Moses Burttin the late 1800’s.



died of “Consumption” (pulmonary tuberculosis). Haih’s husband, John, was only 37 when
he died, and Huldah was only 46 when she passeg. awa

Continue on the paved
Upper Stoneridge Road until
you reach the concrete bridge
that crosses the Keswick River.
This bridge is named
“Oswald Burtt Bridge” after the
- & long-time bridge superintendent
§] for the department of transpor-
i tation in York and Sunbury
Counties. Oswald was the great-

e TR T ‘i“”w *,“Q' great grandson of Elizabeth
—_— ‘ —— (Crouse) Burtt, b.1798-1882
Zealand Bridge over flooded Keswick River, 1950 (same location as currentbridge). (6th child of Philip & Sarah
Crouse).

After the serious Keswick River flooti1950 (see photograph) the Zealand
Covered Bridge was replaced in 1951 with an unced/ereosote bridge, which was in use un-
til 1986 when the concrete bridge was built.

Just across the bridge is a stop sigike a left turn and soon you’ll see the Zea-
land Convenience Store on your left. You are novikonte 104 which, in the 1800’s before it
was paved, was known as the “Woodstock Road” bedawgas the road by which the mail
coach went from Fredericton to Woodstock.

A little further on your left the Kesik River bends and comes near the road,
though you likely can’t see it for all the bushesl &rees. At this bend in the river was the “Old
Pioneer Burying Ground”. Many=3
early pioneers were buried ther
It was all washed away when t
Keswick changed course. ,

Soon on your right you’
see a sign that reads “St. Paul’
Anglican Cemetery”. Take arig
up the dirt entryway and stop §
your car at the point were the
drive becomes level, park, and |
get out. Looking to your right, [
you are now at the lower left- [
hand corner of the older part of & \

St. Paul's Anglican Cemetery . St. Paul's Anglican Cemetery, circa 1940's.

Look around for a nearuy
black tombstone for Theodore
Roosevelt Crouse, 1917-1997. Theo, as he was knwasa veteran of WWII, serving with
the Carleton York Regiment in Europe from 1942-194%e Theo’s black tombstone as your
starting point. Now start walking along the bottedge of the cemetery; to your right will be
the dirt drive you just drove up andto your lsfthe old cemetery. Walk as far as you can, until
you get to the far bottom right corner, turn lefdavalk along the edge of the cemetery for
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about twenty paces. Look for one of the oldest esan the cemetery, Elizabeth Estey, died 23
Jun 1841. Near this tombstone, if you look in tbehes you'll see the vestiges of the old road
into the cemetery used long ago.

Now look around, not far from the BElzeth Estey tombstone, lying flat on the ground
you'll find the 1846 tombstone for Abigail Crousedaher daughter, Hipzibeth, who also died
the same year. Turn around and you'll see her foatswith her initials A. C. on it. Abigail,
nee Burtt, b.ca.1808-d.1846, was the wife of Tho@w@sise, b.1804-d.1879 " @hild of
Philip & Sarah Crouse). Thomas is buried with Abjdaut doesn’t have his own tombstone.
Thomas’ family life was full of heartbreak. Besilbging his daughter Hipzebeth in 1846, and
also his wife Abigail in 1846 from the rigors ofildbirth (giving birth to their son Wesley), he
then lost two children, Rachel and Abigall, to “Gamption” (pulmonary tuberculosis) in the
1850’s.

Now turn and face the cemetery, whtdntiver at your back and the dirt road entryway
to the cemetery onyour left. Look at the groundrbg and notice all the grave impressions in
the earth for people who were bur-
ied here but have no tombstone,
and imagine Huldah (Crouse) Burtt
(8" child of Philip & Sarah
Crouse) buried in this area with her
# family. She would have been bur-
ied near her brother Thomas
Crouse.

‘ Huldah’s husband, John

Burtt was the brother to Abigail
Burtt (Thomas Crouse’s wife).
These two devoted Anglican fami-
lies had many family members die

around the same time, mostly from

terrible diseases that are preventable today. 5i Huldah and John’s surviving children lived
with elderly grandfather, Gould Burtt, in Zealaad,mentioned earlier.

All the pioneer Burtt family membergtwaally spelled their name with only one “T”. For
example, Gould Burtt (mentioned earlier) alwayslisdénis name “Gould Burt”. In the later
half of the 1800’s gradually various Burt familesarted spelling their surname “Burtt” so by
1900 it was the overall accepted spelling.

Again, with your back to the river, lwabout 15 paces straight into the ceme-
tery. Now look for another tombstone, lying flat e ground, for David Burt. He was the first
husband of Mary Crouse (&hild of Philip & Sarah Crouse). Mary is buriedtiwher hus-
band, David, but doesn’t have a tombstone of her.&hary and David married in 1830 and
raised their family in present-day Burtts Corner.

In the late 1830’s and early 1840’s David was thie Roads Commissioner for the
roads and bridges around present-day Burtts Cotienads were dirt roads back then and the
bridges were open, not the covered bridges thatddmecome popular later. He received
money from the provincial government to repair lsoads and bridges and he’'d run a crew of
local hired men to complete each project. In 1840hilt what is thought to be the first bridge
to cross the Keswick River at present-day Burtten€o

Around 1841, or a little after, Mary and David mdue Naskwaaksis village (now Fre-
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Flooded Keswick River, 1962.
Route 104, St. Paul’'s Anglican Churdh in the distance (left side of photo).



dericton North) where David operated a gristmithvitd died suddenly in the fall of 1851 leav-
ing Mary a widow with five children, Allen, Mose€yrus, Emestry and Almira.
Now continue on the same line as lefaralking away from the river, for an additional

15 paces or so, and look on the ground for andtimebstone lying flat. Look for “Jane wife of
Thomas Staples” who died in
1852. Thomas Staples is buried
with her, but doesn't have his
own tombstone. After Thomas
Staples’ wife Jane passed away
. |he married David Burtt’s widow
=4/ |Mary (Crouse) Burtt (16child
N |of Philip & Sarah Crouse) in

%] 1853. Mary moved her family of
#5[five children from Nashwaaksis
“|village to Keswick Ridge and
added to her responsibilities the

“ldren.

i

Again, walk on the same
Damage caused by Keswick River flood, Zealand Covered Bridge, 1950. line as before, away from the

river, for another 17 paces or so.
Lying flat on the ground on your right you'll segettombstone for Peter Crouse who died in
1864. He is the son of John Crous® ¢Bild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) and Sarah (Jones)
Crouse. John and Sarah may be buried here adnveil.e tragic week in 1863, Peter and his
wife Mahalah (Jones) Crouse lost three of theidobm in a diphtheria epidemic. Then Peter
died in 1864 of typhoid fever, at age 29.

Continue on the same line, your bacthe river, for about 39 more paces until you
come to the Hiram Brewer tombstone. Here you areggm make a right-hand turn and walk
about 14 paces, but pause for a moment at Hirasmbstone before you start those 14 paces.

Hiram Brewer lived on Lower Stonerid®ead. His father Philip Brewer, b.1818-
d.1888, had twenty-three children, by two wivess Fiist wife was Hannah Brewer who gave
birth to seven children, Hiram being one of thens second wife, Angelina Stone, gave birth
to sixteen children. Angelina was from the Stomeila line from which the name Stone Ridge
was derived.

If you had kept walking further froimetriver, a few feet past Hiram’s tombstone, you
would be at the currently unmarked grave of Pliiewer.

Philip’s grandparents were Corneliusvizger, b.ca.1768-d.1852, and Rebecca (Burtt)
Brewer, b.ca.1768-d.1850. Rebecca was the sistgarah (Burtt) Crouse, Loyalist Philip
Crouse’s wife.

Now back to that right turn at Hiranbésnbstone. Start those 14 paces mentioned earlier
(the river should now be to your right). At the esfdhe 14 paces you'll find only a white stub
of a tombstone. Not enough left for any inscriptiorremain, but look nearby for two small
footstones with the initials “S. J.” and “J. J.” dde are the gravesites of Sarah (Crouse) Jones,
b.1792-d.1876 €Lchild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) and her husbamdeaJones, b.1787-
d.1877. Sarah gave birth to 16 children and raiseth on Stone Ridge, across the river and
about a kilometer upriver from your current locatidust two months prior to Sarah giving
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birth to her first child, Darius, in December oflll8 Sarah’s mother gave birth to her fifteenth
child, Richard Crouse.

Walk over toward the center of the ebeny and you'll find a very unique memorial, a
very large boulder with MREHOUSECchiseled on it. This is where the respected DcaDE.
Morehouse, b.1857-d.1935 is buried. Oscar is taledgron of Thomas Crouse (10th child of
Philip & Sarah Crouse) and was the doctor for nodshe local residents. His son Dr. Oscar E.
Morehouse, Jr., b.1907-d.1980, also highly regardadied on the medical tradition as the
doctor for most of the local residents. In 1954tdressed the graduating class of Keswick
Memorial High School, and to his .
amazement he had delivered every
of the graduates.

In 1798 Loyalist Joseph Burt]
b.1765-d.1859, the brother of Loyali
Philip Crouse’s wife, Sarah, purchas
the 200 acres of land where St. Pau
Anglican Cemetery is now located. H
bought it from Loyalist Amos Estey,
b.1759-d.1833, and his wife, Mollie,
for the sum of 36 pounds, 10 shilling
Around 1835 Joseph donated a port]
of his land for this cemetery. g

When you are ready, get baq" : :
in your car, drive b‘?‘Ck down the dirt Upper Keswick Covered Bridge construction, 1901
entryway to the main road, and make «
right turn. Notice on your right St.
Paul's Anglican Church which has had an importafg in the community since it was built in
1866. The earlier St. Mary’s Anglican Church locatlewnriver at the village of Mouth of
Keswick was condemned as unfit for use by 1869Sin&aul’'s Anglican Church is the guard-
ian of the key to that older church.

Travel approximately 2 kilometers, piag Griffiths Road on the right. Shortly thereaf-
ter you’ll come to the United Church Cemetery (igm) again on your right. Stop your car in
front of the cemetery and gaze past the cemetéoythe fields. This is the approximate area
where Rebecca (Crouse) Allen, b.1794-d.1886¢Rild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) owned her
118.5 acre farm. Rebecca married Isaac Allen, 441887, in 1816, and they lived in Mill-
stream, Kings Co., New Brunswick, but when Isaad dRebecca moved back to Keswick Val-
ley and bought this farm for £80. She owned hanfimom 1837 to 1847, when she sold it for
£250 in 1847 and moved to Baysville, Ontario, tonbar some of her children.

Continue back on the road in the sdirection as before (take a right out of the ceme-
tery) and soonyou’ll see a road sign that readsst® Settlement Road”. In the old days this
was an important intersection called Smith’s Carirethe 1800’s it even had a post office way
station at one time.

Continue on the same road as befooet@104) and you'll see a little concrete bridge
over the Keswick River. Just before you go acrbeshridge, the house to your left (mostly hid-
den by bushes) once belonged to Dr. Oscar. E. Mosa) b.1857-d.1935, the respected local
doctor mentioned earlier.

This little bridge, sometimes callbe tUpper Keswick Bridge, was first erected some-
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time before 1824. Back then it was made of woodvaasl uncovered. It was damaged by the
river and rebuilt in 1827 by brothers Isaac andiévil Estey. The river damaged the wooden
bridge again so it had to be rebuilt in 1841. 01L& was once again rebuilt, but this time as a
wooden covered bridge.

Immediately across the bridge is tla@ that once was the C. P. R. railway line. Asiyo
cross the trail, just to your left, was the
long ago location of the Lawrence Sta-
tion depot.

Driving on, you'll pass the other
end of Lower Stoneridge Road on your
| left and soon you'll see Keswick Valley
{Memorial School, also on your left.

- Further on you will come to
] Jones Forks Road and you’re now in
“downtown” Burtts Corner. Continuing

S— past Jones Forks Road, count five tele-

Burtt's Corner, 1905 phone poles on your right. Approxi-

mately here, on your right, was where
Elizabeth (Crouse) Burtt, b.1798-d.1882%" (6hild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) raised her family
of 13 children.

Elizabeth, known as “Lizzie”, marriBeénjamin Burtt, b.1799-d.1879, and their son
Benjamin R. Burtt, b.1836-d.1917, opened the fsitt Store. Elizabeth and Benjamin’s
grandson, Elwood Burtt, b.1864-d.1914, carriedrenBurtt Store business and was responsible
for naming the communitBurtt's Corner, in 1893.

Living with Elizabeth’s family was hbachelor brother, Richard Crouse, b.1811-d.
ca.1860 (19 child of Philip & Sarah Crouse). Richard was aeshaker.

. Also in this area Rebecca Jones,
b.1808-d.1897, grew up as a child. Around
1827 she married Peter Crouse, b.1800-
d.1835 (" child of Philip & Sarah Crouse).
Peter was presumably named after his pa-
ternal uncle, Loyalist Philip Crouse’s
|brother Peter. Peter and Rebecca had four
children, Elias, Dean, Samuel and Sarah,
before moving to Calais, Maine, around
1834. There Rebecca gave birth to their
fifth child, Mary. Tragically in 1835 Peter
died in the Calais, Maine area, while still in
his thirties.

; Urial Crouse, b.1808-d.1904 {13
s 2l child of Philip & Sarah Crouse) married
Burtts Corner Hotel, ca. 1895. Sarah “Sally” Tracy, b.1813-d.1908, and
they had eleven children. Early in their
marriage they probably farmed in the pre-
sent-day Burtts Corner area. By 1841 Urial andySadid moved to Charleston in Carleton
County, looking for better opportunities and tornlear Sally’s family. Urial and Sally are bur-
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ied in the Charleston Cemetery across from thel&tan Baptist Church, which as of 2002
consisted of a Baptist minister and a four-p ersmge gation.

Continue not far across a little badmd up a little hill. Look for the sign on thehti
that reads, “Burtt’s Corner Community Cemetery.'t tight and drive into the cemetery until
you come to the flag pole. Stop the car for a mamaust past the flag pole, in the empty patch
of grass at the edge of the cemetery, is wheresl@maise, b.1815-d.1898 {1zhild of Philip
& Sarah Crouse) and his wife Rachel (Jones) Crdu4820-d.ca.1890, are buried. Their grave
is not marked though descendants are in the pradeasing money to buy a headstone. James
and Rachel raised their 10 children on Crouse Read the Crouse Loyalist Cemetery. The lo-
cation of James and Rachel's grave is known to@aause locals remember the story of their
son, Samuel Crouse, b.1857-d.1942, coming to pusand using his scythe to clear the grass
around his parent’s grave.

Continue driving into the cemetery ilibtcomes to a “T”, turn left and park. As a refe
ence point look for a fairly large red tombstoneWdlliam and Emma Crouse. William was the
grandson of Thomas Crouse {1hild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) and his wife Abig8urtt)
Crouse, both buried in St. Paul's Anglican Cemetasymentioned earlier. Abigail died from
the rigors of childbirth after giving birth to heon ,Wesley Crouse, William’s father.

Face the side of the William and Ensmad tombstone that has the inscription,
turn right and walk toward high ground in the ceemgt about 70 paces, and look for a tomb-
stone lying flat on the ground for Darius and Phébause. Phebe (Jones) Crouse, b.1804-
d.1881 and Darius Crouse, b.1796-d.1880dild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) lived about one
kilometer east of this cemetery in the 1850’s,lai¢r moved to St. Mary’s Ferry (now Freder-
icton North) where Darius was a general labourenlfpbly mostly a carpenter). His name is
pronounced “da-RYE-us”. He was named after his mateincle, Darius Burtt, the pioneer
mill owner in Zealand whom you’ll learn more abdaiter.

In the same direction as before walk about 20 mpares, then turn right and walk
about 6 paces. Start looking for the tombstoneesfj@nin and Elizabeth Burt (as mentioned
earlier, Elizabeth was thd@hild of Philip & Sarah Crouse).

Keep going on the same path
another 15 paces, turn right and pag
off 29 steps. Look for three tombston
in a row, two for different men nameq
Richard Jones, with a tombstone be
tween them for Amy, wife of Richard
Jones. Amy (Crouse) Jones, b.1805
d.1905 (1Y child of Philip & Sarah
Crouse). Amy and Richard, b.1804-
d.1852 (his tombstone is to the left g
Amy’s), raised their family on Stone
Ridge. Richard died at age 48 in 185
while Amy, known informally as e
“Anna’, lived to be 100 years old. Or g,q04 Burtt's sawmill, 1920’s
7 May 1895 the newspaper “The Dany
Gleaner” reported, “Jones’s Forks,

May 4 —Mrs. Amy [(Crouse)] Jones of Zealand ip e#sent visiting her daughter, Mrs. R.
[Ruth] Jones at the mill house. She is nearly %ryef age and looks hale and hearty.”
For comments or questions email Roguer Crouse af HistoricKeswickValley({@netpremiere.com
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When you are ready, get back in y@urand drive out to the main road. At the
very end of the cemetery entryway, onyour leftswethe 1800’s the location of the first Bap-
tist church in this area (the existing structureasver). Many of the individuals buried in the
cemetery, especially earlier burials, were

Baptists.

Now take a left onto the main road. At the

._{bottom of the hill, just before the bridge,

“ | take another left onto Tripp Settlement

- JRoad. As you cross the old C. P. R. ralil-

= Jroad trail, to your left you'll see a big red

#81 building. This was Burtt’s Corner’s rail-
“lroad depot (in the 1800’s it was called

Cardigan Station). On your right, where

there is now only bushes, is where EI-

wood Burtt had his sawmill. At one time

he employed around 60 men.

Continue across the bridge over the Kes-

wick River. Soon the curves in the road

end and there is a straight section heading

directly away from the river. This straight

section, long ago, used to continue
Burtt's Cornerbridge “ Cardigan Bridge”, washed outin 1970. straight, all the way across the river and
up the hill to Burtt’s Corner. That bridge
mentioned earlier which was erected in 1840 by ®&uirtt, husband of Mary Crouse {16
child of Philip & Sarah Crouse) was built at thogdtion. That bridge was replaced ca. 1873.
Since then a covered bridge was byilt
in the same location of the bridge
you just drove over. That covered
bridge washed out in 1970. o
Drive a kilometer or |
so to the first intersection you com}s
to and turn right on Sisson Settle- |55
ment Road. Drive a few minutes td" " >
the “T” intersection and you are at jygsfy
the old “Smith’s Corner” once agaif#™¥
Turn left retracing |
your earlier path (Route 104) along
the Keswick River’s right bank (the] |
river is on your right), passing St.
Paul's Anglican Church. It was in
this area that Loyalists Daniel and

Mary (Burtt) Morehouse made theirlvIO ) H 7eaiand. Builtin 1810 by Daniel Moreh R f
rehouse House, Zealand. Builtin y Daniel Morehouse, the son o
homestead b_y 178_4_' Mary Wa}s th_e Loyalists Daniel and Mary (Burtt) Morehouse. In 1853 Elisha Morehouse
aunt of Loyalist Philip Crouse’s Wif (paniel & Mary's grandson) married Eunice Crouse, daughter of Thomas
Sarah. Daniel and Mary came to tt Crouse (10 child) and this was the home where they raised their family.
location because Daniel was a New
For comments or questions email Roguer Crouse af HistoricKeswickValley({@netpremiere.com
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York Volunteer fighting with the British againsteinebels in the American Revolution. Mem-
bers of the New York Volunteers were granted landifthe British Crown, for their loyalty, in
the upper part of Keswick Valley.

In 1787, when Loyalist Philip Crouse’s wife, Saralas a teenager her family came to
this area of Keswick Valley to be near the famifyher aunt Mary (Burtt) Morehouse. Philip
Crouse left North Carolina in 1789 as a Loyalisil aame to Keswick Valley because he had
contacts with people in the New York Volunteersorsafter Philip arrived he met Sarah Burtt,
they courted, and then married in 1791.

Keep driving the same direction (Route 104) antlgugery short distance past the Zea-
land concrete bridge take the first left. At omadiin the mid-1800’s you could have made a
right here as well since that was where the bradgess the Keswick was located.

Now you are driving up a hill away from the rivéhe first two houses on your right
(the ones right next to the road) are on a steeg.l&iop at the second house, get out and look
over the bank. This natural valley opening was dheemillpond for Loyalist David Burtt’s
gristmill built ca.1786. David Burtt, the uncle toyalist Philip Crouse’s wife Sarah, and
brother to Loyalist Mary (Burtt) Morehouse was matsted in building and operating a gristmill.
In 1775, in Richfield, Connecticut, he had inhestieepart ownership in his family mill from his
father, Seaborn Burtt, but it was confiscated lg rédbels in the American Revolution. David
and his wife, Mary (Resseguie) Burtt, came to #nea to build David’s new mill because his
sister’s family lived here. David took his nephdégrius Burtt (Sarah (Burtt) Crouse’s brother)
as an apprentice and taught him the mill trade.iddied ca.1792/1816 and Darius took over
the mill. The small creek that runs through thidelivalley is still today called Mill Brook.

It is mostly likely Philip Crouse’s future wife, dn Burtt and Sarah’s widowed mother
Rebecca, along with Sarah’s siblings, lived vergrriigavid Burtt’s mill or perhaps actually
within David and Mary (Resseguie) Burtt’'s househslten they first arrived in Keswick Val-
ley.

Get back into your car and continue a short digaac¢he intersection and make a right
(if you had made a left you would have ended ugKeswick Ridge). After making your right,
drive about a kilometer until the road ends, intetin g with Route 104 once again. In the old
days it was a struggle for the pioneers to keepséation of Route 104 (to your right) open
from Darius Burtt’s Mill to this intersection. Reg
lar flooding would wash out this section so anyj. ...
traveling from, say, St. Paul's Anglican Church |8
where you are right now, would have to take th§
same roundabout route you just drove.

Make a left onto Route 104 and drive a
a mile to the road named Steenberrick Court, t
right and drop down into the area known as M
house Corner.

If you had continued on Route 104 a sh
distance you would be where Gould Crouse,
b.1802-1894 (9 child of Philip & Sarah Crouse) ‘
had his home. In 1829 he married Hepzibah Crouse Loyalist Cemetery, Zealand, New Brunswick.
“Hepsie” Clark, b.1808-d.1878, from Keswick
Ridge. In 1831 he purchased 200 acres of his fatbeginal British Crown Land Grant. It was
Gould who named the area “New Zealand” (later ssmad to just “Zealand”) in honour of his
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father Philip’s birthplace in the Province of Zewlan the Netherlands. Gould was a logger and
in search of fresh timber to harvest, Gould movieddmily to Aroostook Valley in 1850 to
what is today known as Crouseville, Maine. Gould Bepzibah are buried in the Crouseville
Cemetery.

Still on Route 104 but closer to the intersectibSteenberrick Court and Route 104 is
the area where Benjamin Crouse, b.1817-d.ca.1895dHild of Philip & Sarah Crouse) lived
with his wife Anne “Annie” (M orehouse) Crouse, b2Bd.ca.1905. When Loyalist Philip was
a very old man he lived with the family of his sBenjamin. Benjamin and Annie didn’t have
any children of their own, that we know of, but diise their adopted daughter, Huldah. In
1840 Benjamin bought the 200 acres of his fath@® acre British Crown Land Grant (the
half that his brother, Gould, didn’t buy in 183These two hundred acres covered most of the
Morehouse Corner area. Benjamin and Annie weredlfstinctionist” in the early 1860’s,
but by the 1870’s they Jomed the Adventlst move’méﬂfne old Adventist church house st|II
stands not far from AT BiT N RE AN Gy
where they lived,
though now it is in pr
vate hands.

After the short
drive down Steenber-

onto Morehouse Cor
ner Road. Follow this
road to Crouse Road |
and make a right. Dri
ing on Crouse Road, |
about half-way back t
the Crouse Loyalist
Memorial, on your left};
was where the home
Philip Crouse, Jr.,
b.1797—d.ca.1875 (5
child of Philip & Sarah
Crouse) was located. In
1823 Philip, Jr. married Elizabeth “Betsy” Brewler]1 796-d.cal875, and they raised seven chil-
dren on their farm next to the Keswick River. Theriver neighbor was the family of James
Crouse (11 child) who was buried in the Burtt’s Corner ComiityrCemetery that you visited
earlier.

Arriving back at the Crouse Loyalist Cemetery M elalpy ou have now completed the
Loyalist Loop Tour.

Ver.100420
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Philip Crouse, late of North Carolina, married in 1791 and sellied nearby on PhiSip's 400 acre
British Crown Land Grant. They had 18 children, Saeah, Rebecca, John, Darius, Philip, EEzabeth,
Peter, Huldah, Gould, Thomas, Amy, Polly, Urial, Jonas, Richard, Mary, James and Benjamin,
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Zealand, New Brunswick

Loyalist Philip Crouse came to New Brunswick in mber 1789! and settled in Kes-
wick Valley, eleven kilometers from the mouth oétkeswick River. He built his log cabin on
the right bank of the Keswick River next to whataslay Crouse Road.

There he obtained a 400 acre British Crown Lanch@#hAdjacent to his Grant, his
son, John Crouse, obtained an additional 200 artislBCrown Land Gran] for a total of
600 contiguous acres granted to the Crouse Logalist

In 1831 Philip’s son, Gould Crouse, purchased fhasfather 200 acres of his original
Grantl4

In 1838 the Provincial Government provided moneymprove local roads. They
granted “The sum of fifteen pounds for the roadfi@arius Burt’s [mill] to Gould Crouse’s
[homesteadf! In 1841 the Provincial Government extended thwgid maintenance; “Fifteen
pounds to improve the road from Darius Burtt’ste tipper end of the Settlement, passing
Gould Crouse’s.®l

Circa 1840, Gould Crouse named the &eav Zealand(sometimes referred to asew
Zealand Settlemeni{I8I) after the birth place of his father #®eland1A1U12 3 southern
province of the Netherlands. In 1850 Gould movedfamily to Maine to further his logging
interests where he founded the town of CrouseWillaine!?!

Keswick Valley's Gibson Railway Line (New BrunswiBlailway) was commissioned
in 1870 and the section of the railway that cameugh New Zealand was completed in 1873.
[141 The railroad owners had to administratively degidere to put their stations to best accom-
modate passenger and commercial business. Raigtsns became established as access
points to the local communities. Sometimes thesantonity access points were quite a dis-
tance from the established community centers. Aldoktlometer downriver from New Zea-
land, and on the opposite side of the Keswick Rithezy established a railroad station. The ex-
pectation was to have this station service theeraiea of New Zealand. The existing roads,
trails and lay of the land funneled New Zealanddreists easily to this location, and to indicate
this intent the name “Zealand Station” was chosanttie depot. They couldn’t bring them-
selves to name it “New Zealand Station” probablgdose of concerns that freight, mail, etc.
would inadvertently be sent to the country of Negaand!?

Immediately the center of the community startedishitoward the economic and so-
cial center growing around the railroad statiord emshort order the community became
known asZealand Station Years later the railroad was discontinued. 16219he government
shortened the town’s nameZealand!*3 which is the name the community is known as today.

1. "Land Petitions: Original Series 1783-1918fpvincial Archives of New Brunswick, RS108.

2. "Philip Crouse 1811 Crown Land Grant", Praiah Archives of New Brunswick, RS686, Vol. E, No.
589.

3. “List of Persons included in the Sur'y GeiSlurvey General’s] Return of the"l8an’y. 1815 —who have
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taken out grants”, page 1, Provincial Archives efiNBrunswick.
Deed #4814, January 28, 1831, Provincial ikeshof New Brunswick.

"Acts of the General Assembly of Her Majest¥Province of New Brunswick passed in the year 1,838
page 48, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

"Journal of the House of Assembly ... New Bjick from ... January to ... March [1841]", page 244,
Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

"Journal of the House of Assembly of the ro® of New Brunswick”, February 24, 1853, page,292
Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

"Journal of the House of Assembly of the Rrog of New Brunswick", February 9, 1854 - May 854,
page 365, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

"Journal of the House of Assembly of the roe of New Brunswick", October 19, 1854 - Novem®ger
1854, page 321, Provincial Archives of New Brungwic

“Geographical Names of Canada" Natural Regsu@anada, 2006.

“Community Place Names in New Brunswick, CafiaiRobert F. Fellows, 1998, page 274.
“Crouse Family History, Second Edition”, Rog@eouse, Field Interviews, 1982-2000.
“An Informal History of Washburn, Maine”, R&}, Carter, 1987, page 31.

“New Brunswick Railway”, University of New Bngwick (2004).
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Burtts Corner, New Brunswick

In 1819, Benjamin Burtt married Elizabeth Crolséhe daughter of Loyalists Philip

and Sarah Crouse, and they settled six kilometers the mouth of the Keswick River in what
is today Burtts Corné#.

Their son, Benjamin R. Burtt, opened the first BsiBtore in the community between
1861 and 1871518 During this time the community was knownlgper Keswick.®! Inthe
store's early days, customers would often trade fgggroceries. Later, he expanded his store
and included a post office way statidn.

Keswick Valley's Gibson Railway Line (New Brunswiglailway) was commissioned
in 1870 and the section of the railway that cameugh the community was completed in
1873!8 The railroad owners had to administratively deeidiere to put their stations to best
accommodate passenger and commercial busineseodlasitations became established as ac-
cess points to the local communities. Sometimesetkemmunity access points were quite a
distance from the established community centers.

Several kilometers away from Upper Keswick wasttiven of Cardigan and the rail-
road wanted an access point for them. They buitpeot at Upper Keswick and named it
“Cardigan Stationt®! The expectation was to have this station servieeentire area, including
the distant town of Cardigan. Soon the communitymber Keswick became known @srdi-
gan Station

By the 1890’s, Elwood Burtt - Benjamin and ElizdbéCrouse) Burtt’s grandson - had
taken over the Burtt's Store and opened his owefsomt in the villageé? He also owned what
became the town’s biggest employer, Burtt's Sawwhiich employed up to sixty méf.

By taking over the Burtt's Store business, Elwoatuirally took over the responsibility
of the post office way station. Running the podicefwas a profitable endeavour because it
brought people into his store. In 1893, when theadan government was formally organizing
a nationwide postal system, Elwood Burtt arrangecfs Burtt's Store to be selected as the of-
ficial post office location for the community andore importantly, for himself to be the offi-
cial postmasteftd

At this time, the rapidly growing community of Cagah Station resulted in confusion
with the mail destined for the nearby communityCafdigan. The community needed a more
distinctive name, and Elwood Burtt was in the patrfeosition to influence the choice. Al-
though other names were propodedrtt's Corner was the name that Elwood, as postmaster,
helped get officially recognizééf’]

The last, and generally unpopular, name changepdéaae around 1985 when the
town’s name was modified by the government. Thespssive was dropped, so that Burit’'s
Corner becamBurtts Corner "]

1. "York County, N.B., Marriage Records", Vol. 1812-1837, page 7, transcribed by George H. Halywa
Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.
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1851 York County Census, Parish of Douglasgiep 31-32, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.
“Lifetime Resident Recalls Early Burtt's CerrDays”, Daily Gleaner, November, 25, 1961.

1871 York County Census, Parish of Douglageb9, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.
“New Brunswick Directory for 1871", page 242rovincial Archives of New Brunswick.

1881 York County Census, Parish of Douglasiefb2, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.
“Crouse Family History, Second Edition”, RegCrouse, Field Interviews, 1982-2000.

“New Brunswick Railway”, University of New Bnswick (2004).

1891 York County Census, Parish of Douglasiept2, Provincial Archives of New Brunswick.

. "Elwood Burtt, 77, Died Suddenly At Home TMsrning”, Daily Gleaner, October 16, 1941.
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